CHAPTER EIGHT

STUDENT LIFE

I
Social and Recreational Activities

E

You are heve to make good; not to make excuses.
—Quoted by Principal Chesley H. Husson, BMSC, ca 1941

The providing for the education of the “whole person” has been consistently an
integral aspect of the development of the College.

Although few sources have been found on which to base any detailed account of
student life for the period 1898-1926, there is cvidence that a well-rounded social program
was enjoyed by students at the Shaw College in Portland. According to The Bustness
Educator, there were socials, dinners, lectures, and athletics,

ENTERTAINMENTS

During the past season many interesting and instructive entertainments have
been given in the College hall, for the benefit of the students and their friends, and
they have been attended by all of those who could make it convenient 1o do so.

The talent for those entertainments has been furnished by the students of the
Business College and of the School of Expression, assisted by outside talenl.

The musical part has consisted of piano and vocal solos and duets, selections by
the College Orchestra, banjo and guitar solos and harmonica and accordian
accompaniments, The literary part has consisted of readings by members of the
School of Expression, assisted by public rcaders from this and other cities. Miss
Marion Willis, the talented reader, from Boston, has appeared at several of our
entertainments, and has tully sustained her reputation of being one of the finest
readers in New England. Prof. Marble, of Bridgton, and R. L. Whitcomb, of
Paortland, have also favored us, and were received with much enthusiasm. The
College Minstrels have added to the pleasure of the entertatnments at which they
have appeared.

Prof. F. W. Adams has been in charge of these entertainments, and is deserving
of much credit for the manner in which he has conducted them.

Preceding each entertainment Mr. Reynolds has delivered one of his interest-
ing lectures, which have been received with greal pleasure by those present.

The “Educator” has been a frequent visitor at these gatherings, and has been
ably edited by the students.?

One may assume that Mr. Harden, who was a graduate of Portland Shaw Business
College, would have comparable programs in Bangor. In fact, media accounts and alumni
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memorabilia include information concerning open houscs, anniversary concerts, dances,
annual rcunions, lectures, and socials. Several of the Shaw alumni, whom onc of the
authors interviewed, recalled with fondness the “good times™ they had at socials. Two went
so far as Lo commcnt that “Some of the Shaw girls preferred the Doe boys!” (Doe Business
College, located in the YMCA, was only a block away {rom Shaw. Sec Appendix A.)

An insight to social activities during the MSC-B era (1926-1932) 1s based largely upon
the articles in the yearbooks, 1950, 193 1. All social activitics, except those of a fund-raising
nature sponsored by the Men’s Athletic Association, were planncd by the MSC Club (Maine
School of Commerce Club), Membership was open to all students; the only requirement
being the payment of dues which underwrote its activities. 'I'he club designated green and
gold for the school colors,

Accommodations for socializing were very limited at the Columbia Streel site, Parties,
corn roasts, dances, picnics, and get-togethers, ncvertheless, were held intermittently
throughout the academic year. Of interest, indeced, 1s areference to the good Limes at one of
the corn roasts “hecausc of Mr. Mann’s (Principal of the chain of five schools throughout
the State) contrihutions of fun and ideas”.

The MSC Club was active for another decade (1932-1941) in sponsoring social activi-
tics for the entire student body. Special dates—IIalloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas,
Washington’s Birthday, Post-lent season, graduation—all were occasions for a dance, a
party of some kind, or a picnic. Before Commerce Hall, 157 Park Street, was available, the
Dorothy Memorial Hall, Park Strecet; Roscland Ballroom, Central Strect; Dahlberg $all
(Now the Annex to the Columbia Strect Baptist Church); the YMCA—all wererented from
time to (ime for social activitics. Picnics and outings were held at Pushaw Pond, Cold
Stream Pond, and Paradisc Park.

With the change in corporate structure, 1933, more diversified social and athletic
programs werc introduced. In fact, after becoming president of the corporation, 1935,
Principal Husson adopted the general policy of implementing any activity that a sufticient
number of students would proposc in any given year. As long as the student intcrest was
maintained, he would provide for a sponsor or adviser and encourage participation. If an
inservice individual was unavailable or lacked the expertise that leadership of a given
activity required, a local professional or some one affiliated with the University would be
employed to sponsor the club,

The new facility at 157 Park Sturect afforded atiractive provisions for a wide varicty of
social and athletic activitics. These facilitics were frequently supplemented by the use of
homes in which students lived. Many of the house-parents took an active interest in the
social programs, often becoming honorary members of the organizations to which resident
students helonged.

Among the social organizations therc have been some that were short-lived; others, a
moditication or expansion of an established club; a {ew, continuous through the years.
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1926

1928
1930

1931

1933

1934

1935

1935

1936

1936

1939
1940
1946

1946
1946

1947
1918

1919

1949

1950

1952

1952
1954

Social and Recreational Activitics
1926-10 the present (1983)

Maine School of Commerce Club
{(MSC Club) Social coeducational

Hiking

Yearbook Staff: 1935-1969
{Student Senate sponsored 1970)

Mu Sigina Chi (1931-1942)
{Reactivaled 1948) affiliated with
PRZ {1962)

Tau Epsilon Honorary Soctely

Epsilom "T'au Fpsilon

Dramatic Club—Husson players

Musical Organization—Band or
Orchesira

Newspapcer: Chatter 1936,
Ledger 1946, Spectator 1970

Student Council: Senior Council,
Student Senate, Student Govern-

ment

Track—Cross Country, 1962-1969

Cheerleading

Men's Club (Primarily for Veterans)
Reactivated 1955

Bowling {Men)

Pi Rho Zecta (ETE went national;
DSD (1956) [or 2-year students}

Glee Club

Husson Wives Club {for student
Veterans)

Future Teachers of America {(FTA)—
SFA

Accounting Society

Chicf-for-a-Day

November 15, 1952, Educational
fraternity

Kappa Della Phi

Bowling (Women)
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1956
1958
1961
1962
1962
1963
1963
1963
1964
1965
1965
1966
1966
1966
1967
1568
1969
1569
1970
1970
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1974
1574
1974
1974
1975

1978
1980

Delta Sigma Delta

Swimming {(Women}

Young Republican Club
Newman Club

Jude

Christian Organization
Young Democratic Club
Circle K

Business Administration Club
Chess Club

Debate Club {Pro & Con Society)
Fuuure Secretaries Club
Riflery Club

Quting Club

International Clul, 1974; 1979-
Hillel Club

Phi Theta Pi

Marketing Club, 1979

Tau Kappa Epsilon

Alpha Pi Omega

Shalom Council

President’s Cabinet
Presidential Guides

Tau Epsilon Phi

Greek Council

Ski Club

WHSN

Order of Diana

Penthouse Rowdies

Sisters of Phi

Parliamentary Procedures Club
Arts Committee

Way Campus Quureach

Dorm Council

Tennis Club

Cultural Committee





































The MSC Club largely sponsored all social activities before World War IT. 1 lowever, as
other social groups, such as the fraternity and sorority (local associations), and clubs
organized around special interests—drama, music, journalism, business—were intro-
duced, a wider spectrum of activities provided opportunittes for all students to become
involved.

Assemblics and rallics were held frequently, 1941-1968: pep rallies, always betore home
games; assernblics, whenever a prominent citizen was available for addressing the students
on a relevant subjcct. Perhaps the most memorable one was in 1955. Rear Adrniral Donald
B. MacMillan presented an illustrated lecture on his explorations of the Arctic Circle.
Another was in 1962, which was hcld in the old Bijou theatre. {(Razed in the early 1970s to
make room for the present Merrill Trust Company Building, Exchange Street.) There were
over 700 students present, The band —Paul Dinsomore, Director—and the Glee Club—Mr.
William Cupp, Director—were fcatured. After the Christmas message given by the Rever-
end Charles Dartnell, President Husson announced that “fifty acres of land had been
purchased on outer Broadway for the new cammpus’!

Beginning in the Depression years (1936) an annual trip to Boston for sightseeing was
taken by the majority of the students. Such an expericnce was a highlight for many students
who never before had been beyond Penobscot County. These annual treks to Boston
continued to be anticipated with much enthusiasm until the late 1950s. The sorority for
years went to Boston, while the fraternity sclected Canadian citics to visit for its spring
outing.

Mu Sigma Chi, organized in 1931 with Mr. Husson and Mr. Linscott cosponsors, has
been active except for 1943-1948. It affiliated with Pi Rho Zeta in 1962, Through the years it
has sponsored many social activities: parties; Christmas Balls, other get-togethers, and civic
and philanthropic projects. Membership is by invilation.

Likcwise, membership in Epsilon Tau Epsilon (E'TE) founded in 1933, is by invita-
tion. It is the oldest, continuously active group on campus. It became the tirst national
Grecek letter organization at Husson in 1946 when it was chartered the Epsilon Tau Epsilon
Chaptcr of Pi Rho Zela (PRZ) International, an organization for college business men and
women. As the student body expanded and the collegiatc status of the College became a
degrec-granting one, ETE Chapter was restructured to provide for two-ycar program
students. Dclta Sigma Delta, with Miss Mildred Bradford, sponsor, became the second
local Chapter of Pi Rho Zeta International in 1956.

For nearly twenty vears, Miss Swan, assisted by Miss Bradford, was sponsor of
F.TE. The group participated in many and varied activities, both formal and informal: the
May Ball, the annual weekend in Boston, largerepresentations o the annual international
conclave of PRZ, charities, shows and reviews, outings, mother-daughicr banquets, pub-
lishing the yearbook (1956) and newspaper (ca 1950s-1960s). At this time a tiftieth-year
reunion is being planned for 1984.

'The Dramatic Club—Husson Players—was an outgrowth of the Public Spcaking
Program, required of all Business Teacher Lducation (three-year normal, 1932) enrollees. Tt
was so slipulated hy the Maine State Department of Education for certification. Each
student would prepare and present some type of speech, around ten to fifteen minutes 1n
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This certifies that OLIVER WARD

reprcscntcd Husson College

Annual Forensic Festivel

Maine Iuterrollegiate Forensics

held at Orono ,Maine, on__ December 12, 1953

and received honorable mention 2sGood in Origingl Oratory

individual speaker.
Jék,,Kgébadﬂdoddff

Uniteraity of Maine

Director of Festival




length, before the student body. This requirement was soon superseded by the Dramatic
Club Acuvitics (1935). Although not active every year and often coached by directors not
primarily affiliated with the College, the Cluh has afforded many students an opportunity
to experience that “the play’s the thing”’. One of its most ambitious productions was
Ondine, 1962. Mr. Albert Weymouth has heen its director for the longest period of time.

Not directly related to the Dramatic Club, but surely a “flashback” to its origin at
Husson was the participation of five Business Teacher Education seniors in the Maine
Intercollegiate Forensics. Never before had Husson College participated in any of the
collcgiate forensics held annually by Bates College, Bowdoin College, Colby College, and
the University of Maine, Orono. In 1954, the College was invited to participate, Despite the
limited time for preparation and the fact that the participants had only a two-hour course
in Speech, five members volunteered: Virginia Blood, Barbara Briggs, Dorothy Crane,
Patricia Robbins, Oliver Ward. Each reccived a “good’” or excellent rating.

Early in 1935 a small group of men and women organized the first orchestra. In 1937,
there was an outstanding orchestra of twelve members under the direction of Mr. Husson. It
appeared before various clubs and organizations in Bangor, assemblics at the College, and
commencement cxcercises. Again, in the 1960s an orchestra of 21 members under the
direction of Paul Dinsmore, 64, added much to college life appcaring at all homce games,
assemblies, homecoming and special programs. A jazz band was popular during the late
1970s. The Glee Club, under the direction of Mr. William Cupp, also was popular in the
1960s.

From time to time, students have organized associations or clubs built around their
major interest professionally. There have been many—some long-lived, others, intermit-
tently; all having merit.

Onc of the first associations organized by a special interest group was the Future
Teachcers of America (FTA), 1949. Identified as the Fockner-Nichols Chapter, it was the
tirst to be organized in the State. Its membership was limited to membhers of the Business
Teacher Education Department. One of its outstanding contrihutions to the College was
establishing a lthrary at 157 Park Stree(. In the middle 1950s the organization changed its
title to Student Education Association; it was dissolved in the late 1970s.

The Accounting Society—also identificd as the Accounting Club and VITA (Volun-
tcer Income Tax Assistance) has becn active intermitiently since 1949.

The Future Secretaries Association, organized in 1967, was co-sponsored by the local
chapter of the National Sccretarics Association. Tt afforded students enrolled in the Office
Admuinistration Department an opportunity to meet promincnt leaders ol the local busi-
ness community and to discuss procedures relevant to their carcers. The association was
discontinued in 1975,

As the College increased its enrollment from an ever-widening geographic area, the
social activitics expanded to provide for a greater scope of interests. Thosc organizations
which had their roots in the *20s and *30s continued to be active; they were complemented
by many other organizations: religions, political, special interest, service, social.

The Newman Club, Christian Association, Hillel Club, and Shalom Council—all
provided students the opportunity to be in touch with a common bond.
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During Presidential campaigns the Young Republican Club and the Young Demo-
cratic Club, under the sponsorship of prominent local political leaders, enjoyed the “give
and take” ol national campaigning.

From time to time Veterans Club and Veterans” Wives Club have heen active,
affording the vetcrans and their wives an opportunity for socializing.

Other clubs have included Business Adntnistration Club, the Chess Club, the Debate
Club, the Marketing Club. None of these has becn continuously active, in so far as
verifiable,

There has been a group of organizations at the College that are primarily service
oriented. Oldest among (these is Circle K, organized in 1963. It was they who erected the sign
on outer Broadway to mark the site of the new campus. )

Another is the Presidential Guides, 1971, Usually upperclassmen, they contribute
freely of their time and enthusiasm in being hosts and hostesses to visitors on campus.

Prominent among the students’ news media are The Spectator and the radio station,
WHSN. The Spectator and the yearbook, The Chiefiain, have been prescnted in Chapter
Six, PUBLICATIONS. WHSN, the College-owned radio station, was established ca 1972.
Beginning as an AM station, it became an FM facility in 1974. It affords students intercsted
in broadcasting, an excellent opportunity for getting experience in radio.

For 1 quarter century, the two local social groups—Mu Sigma Chi, fraternity, and
Epsilon Tau Epsilon, sorority-——encompassed the special interests socially. The MSC
(Maine School of Commerce) Club (1926-1940s) sponsored all activities involving the
entire student body. However, as the interests and the composition of the college popula-
tion modified after World War 1T and the institution took on a more collegiate status, a
broader and more varied social calendar evolved.

Epsilon Tau Epsilon affiliated with Pi Rho Zeta, an international Greek letter bust-
ness organization. After the College became a degree-granting institution, two chapters of
the sorority were formed: Epsilon Tau Epsilon, for baccalaureate degree women; Delta
Sigma Delta (1956), for associate degree women. (From 1956 to 1966 the two-year diploma
was awarded; since 1966, associate degrees have been awarded.)

An undergraduate Teachers Club, made up of all the men enrolled in the Business
Teacher Education program, was organized in the fall of 1952, preliminary to founding a
chapter of Kappa Delta Phi at the Collegc.

At that time Kappa Delta Phi, the fraternity with which Mr. Husson was affiliated on
the undergraduate level, was exclusively committed to men entering the educational
profession. In Novemher, 1952, the National officers of Kappa Delta Phiinitiated the local
officers and members and presented them with the charter for Lambda Chapter. Currently,
membership is open to all male degree students.

Since the change in the corporate structure, 1961, and the occupancy of the new
facility, 1968, other Greck-letter organizations have been welcomed on campus.

The Greck Council, made up of the officers of the several Greek-letter organizations on
campus, was formed in 1973. Representatives on the Council are the officers of the
following:
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The International Club, begun in the academic year 1966-1967, serves well both the
interest of foreign students and the enrichment of other Husson students. There have been
representatives from 50 differcnt countries, They are;

Arzores (Portugal} Greece Malaysia
Bahrain Haiti Mauritius
Biafra Holland Mexico
Burma Honduras Nigeria
Bangladesh Hong Kong Panama
Cameroon India Peru

Canada Jran Philippines
Chile Jamaica Puerto Rico
Colombia Japan Saudi Arabia
Cuba Jordan Syria

Cyprus Kenya Tanzania
Ecuador Korea Thailand
Ethiopia Kuwait Turkey
France Lebanon Veneruela
Gambia Liberia Virgin Islands
Rhana I.ibya West Germarny
Granada West Indies

The Cultural Committee, which essentially is an expansion of the Arts Committee, 1s
made up of representatives from the scudent body, the faculty, and the Joh Corps. The Arts
Committee, organized in 1975, was limited in its effectivencss. With the enlargement, ca
1980, the Commuittee has developed an excellent calendar for the entire academic year. It
includes speakers, art exhibits, films, the performing arts—covering a wide range of
nterests.

For over thirty years, an activity—Chief-for-a-Day—has atforded the entire student
body an opportunity annually to become hetter acquainted and to enjoy a comnmon
interest. Organized in 1950 upon the suggestion of William Booker, 55, the activity was
first sponsored by the Social Director. Since 1952 the Student Council (currently identified
as Student Government) has heen the sponsor. The sponsors, procedures, themes,
activittes—all have varied from time to time; yet, each year has culminated in the recogni-
tion of popular students.

CHIEFS-FOR-A-DAY
1950-to the present, 1983

YEAR CHIEF SECRETARY
1950 Edward (T'ed) Frost No secretary (1950)

Bangor, ME
1951 Timothy Mayo No secrctary {1951)

Guilford, ME

179




1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959*

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

Harold Ferguson
North Anson, ME

Robert Shorey
Bangor, ME

(reorge Morse
Brewer, ME

I.awrence Richard
Mattawamkeag, ME

Donald Dorr
Bangor, ME
Lee Wuare
Augusta, ME
Steven Bennett
Bangor, ME
John Rioux
Limestone, ME

Eugene Babineau
Lincoln, ME

Donald Paul
Milo, ME

Kenncth C. Collins
Buffalo, NY

Edward Hadley
Chelmstford, MA

James Rigley
Calais, ME

Carl T. Brown
Millinocket, ME

Robert Cox
Mechanicville, NY

Tom Gorman
Riegelsville, NJ

Frank Henry
Rumford, ME

James Cochrane
Brewer, ME

*I'he activity was held; no substantiation, however, has heen found to verify the Chief and the

Jeanice H. Bryant
Oakfield, ME

Gwendolyn Condon
Mapleton, ME

Joan Woodbury Rice
Belfast, ME

Constance Richard
Mattawamkeag, ME

Audrey Johnson
Robbinston, ME

Carolyn Nancy Bray
Rockland, ME

Ruth Whittier
Winterport, ME

Elaine Roundy
Fairficld, ME
Gail Joseph
Waterville, ME
Marjorie Cummings
La Grange, ME
Diane Cotter
Orrington, ME
Carol Worden
Portland, ME

Barbara Bowles
Livermore Falls, ME

Joyce Bryant
Jacksonville, ME

Brenda Leeman (Killam)
Round Pond, ME

Donna McInnais
Bangor, ME

Carol McConnell
Rumliord, ME

Lynn Ellis (Brooks)
Brewer, ME

Secrctary for 1959, It is thought that Mr. Rioux and Miss Roundy were clected.




1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

Romeo Parent
Grand Isle, MF

Paul Le Page
Lewiston, ME

Richard Stolkner
Portland, ME

Gregory Vermetie
Springvale, ME

James Milligan
Rumford, ME

Robert Wheeler
Pittsfield, MA

Walter Edwards
Providence, RT
Steven Novyes
Friendship, ME
Mike Prive
Newport, VT
Michael LeBlanc
Jay, ME
Williamm Schwechheimer
Amesbury, MA

Elizabeth O’Kanc
Brewer, ME

CO-CHIEFS
Crystal Peck

Newport, ME
Debbie Pamaude

Aubum, ME

Karl R. Ran
Winchendon, MA
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Joyce Carroll
Presque Isle, ME

Cindy Verow
Brewer, ME

Cathis Willis
Wilmington, DE

Leslie Vartabedian
Providence, R]

Joyce Welch
S. Royalton, VT

I.inda Deveau
Northeast Harbor, MFE

Diane Additon
Pittshurg, PA

Mary Whited
Bridgewater, ME

Rene Cox
Beliast, ME

Sue Rainville
Leominster, MA

Sally Spofford
Boothbay, ME

John Zinck
Rumiord, ME

Joy E. Anderson
West Baldwin, ME




Student Government is the most representative organization on campus. Its members
and officers elected annually represent all segments of student enrollment. Begun in 1936
when the student hody numhered over one hundred, it was known as the Senior Council. Its
title has varied from time (o time to reflect better its responsihilities to and relationships
with college life, During World War IT, particularly 1943-1946, the Council was inactive.
However, after 1946 and again a larger student enrollment, the need for student govern-
ment was recognized. The title changed to Student Council {1947-1963). There were further
modifications: Student Senate; later, Student Government,

For the past decade Student Government has assumed greater leadership on Campus.
Iis president receives a stipend; he or she is also a member of the Husson College Board of
Trustecs.

Each year at the spring election of officers, a member 1s sclected for the David S,
Robinson Award. This award is in honor of Mr. David S. Robinson, a former member of
the faculty, who advised the Student Senate in the 1960s and was instrumental in restructur-
ing its constitution to reflect more accurately its function and objectives.

There have been a number of recreational activities that afforded participation in a
common interest. Oldest of these was hiking. It was popular during the Depression years
with as many as three teams of fifteen members cach qualifying for MSC letters. Tt cost
nothing but shoe leather; the exercise, worth the effort,

Cheerleading, introduced with the occupancy of the facility, 157 Park Street, has
become a very supportive part of the athletic program. It is open to both men and women;
by and large, however, women have dominated the teams.

For a decade following World War 11, bowling was popular with a large group of
students. Both men and women formed several teams each year. Competition was keen;
play-offs fostered much enthusiasm.

During the late 1950s, swimming was popular among women students. ‘The YMCA
pool was used. Those completing ten hours of swimming received athletic letters.

Judo appealed to a small group of students during the 1960s. Black, green, and brown
belt holders participated in the sport. Classes were held at the YMCA. Matches were held
with teams from Dow Air Base, University of Maine, Pease Air Force Base, Goosehay Air
Force Base and Si. Joseph's YMCA.

Other recreational activities have included a Riflery Club, an Outing Club, and a
Tennis Club.

Since occupancy of the new facility, One College Circle, the College maintains an
inclusive program of social and recreational activities so that each student may become
involved in total living on Campus.

All of these activities—social, cultural, service, independent, political, recreational,
religious—atford a wide spectrum of opportunities for student participation.
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II
ATHLETICS

Athletics have been a proud part of the FHusson College tradition for many years. A
formal sports program really began in 1926 under the leadership of Chicf Husson. Interest-
ingly, he described himself as principal, teacher, and coach. There is ample evidence that he
helieved in sports, just as he did in student activitics, as an adjunct to the academic
curriculum. His heliel in [air play, good sportsmanship, and the concept of rthe “whole
man’ has been continued through the years and is today the undetlying philosophy of
sports at Husson, Basically that philosophy is onc that encourages wide participation in
sports and the provision of a program which makes it possible [or all students, whatever
their interests and abililies, Lo participate. :

Athletic programs at Husson may be historically classified. 'T'he first period was from
1926 until the advent of World War IT. 'T'wo varsity sports were established in 1926, nien’s
and women's basketball. The latter has existed continuously since that time, Men’s basket-
ball, as will be subsequently noted, was suspended during World War I1. Concurrently, two
student support organizations were established: the Men’s Athletic Assoctation (MAA) and
the Women’s Athletic Association (WAA). The MAA was restructured in 1935 under the
sponsorship of Mr. Husson and Mr. Robert Lunt, and the “[irst oftficial meeting™ was held
on October 19, 1935, The purposc of the organization was to “sponsor all sports and to raise
funds {for underwriting them”. The constitution stated that the Associatton has ... the
power to supervise and control athletics, awards, wearing of the school letter — in short,
anything pertaining to athletics”. The MAA held 2 number of fund-ratsing cvents includ-
ing an annual raffle, Thanksgiving dance, cabarct, and other parties. With the limited
space on Columbhia Street, events were held at the Y.M.C.A. on Hammond Street, the
Roseland Ballroom on Center Street, or in Dahlberg 11all. Tn 1940, the MAA purchased new
basketball uniforms for the team.

In the 1920s and 1930s, basketball teams practiced and played their games either at the
Y.M.C.A. or in the gymnasium at the Bangor Theological Seminary.

Tt is notablc that the women's teamn was cstablished in 1926. In that Lime there were few
basketball tcams for women. For many years the Husson team would have 1o play local
high school teams.

In 1928 the tirst “club’ sport was established. It was hiking for women. '1'hat same year
the athletic program was considerably expanded to include ice hockey and baschball.
Hockey was played for seven years (1928, 1956-1942). Tnitially, the teamn played on the frozen
river and one can well imagine that the conditions were not always ideal. In 1940, however,
a hoarded rink was constructed behind the then Webber Motor Company at 499 Hammond
Street. Lights were installed and the six home games were played at night. Husson won five
of them.

A foolball team was established in 1932, A full, traditional, eleven-man team was.
fielded unul 1936. In 1937 no team was fielded, and int 1938 the school “‘sported six-man
football”, Apparently foothall received enthusiastic support for several years. Later there
was less interest, and football was not revived after the War.




Track was added in 1939. Becausc of the impending Sccond World War, it was a
short-lived program although cross country would be established in the 1960s. Largely
because of the success of the sports program, especially baskcetball, a cheerlcading lcam was
formed in 194(.

With one exception, women's basketball, the entire sports program at Husson College
was suspended during the 1942 academic year. Many of the men in the seudent body (and
somc women, too) had entered the armed forces. In the 1944-1945 academicycar, only ¢leven
male students were enrolled at Husson. Gasoline shortages madc athletic travel impossible.
It simply was not a time for sports. Clearly the minds of Husson students, like all
Amcricans, was on the war. An era of development had cormne (o an end.

With final victory over the Axis powers by the Allies, however, the mood ol America
changed, this lime to one of elation, Veterans returned to complete interrupted educations;
and enrollments at Husson, like most American institutions, increased sharply. The
veterans, of course, were older. Many had family responsibilities and little time {or sports.
Ccertainly they were mnore serious about their studies. The 1Tusson athletic program did not
immediately respond Lo the end of 1the war.

Much of the credit for the revival of the athletic prograi following the war must go Lo
George “Huck” Husson, a brother of the President. But it was really in 1954 that the
modern era of Husson athletics began. That year a young man who had survived theisland
war in the Pacific, who had received his professional cducation at Husson, who had taught
and coached for five years in high schools, and who would cventually become President ot
the institution was hired as an instructor. That year Del Merrill began to build a prograni.

He had excelled as a player at Husson. ITe had been captain of both baseball and
basketball tcamns. Now, as an instructor at 1Iusson, he would coach those two sports;
basketball for the next fourteen years, and bascball for the next nineteen years. Therccords
of his teams were consistently gond. In basketball he had a total of 197 wins and 86 losscs; in
baseball he had 195 wins and 82 losses.

In 1962 soccer was added; and int 1966, two women's sports, volleyball and softball.
Both continue today as does men’s soccer.

In 1968, the Husson athletic program took a major stride forward. That was the yecar
that Husson moved into an all-new campus. Included in that campus was a comprehensive
physical education complex surrounded by ample space for playing fields. 'The days of
renting [acilities and going here or therc to practice werc finally over for the athletic
program, The complex, named for Bangor bankcr and long-time benefactor of the College,
William P. Newman, was clcan, well-equipped, and commodious. Design of the facility
was fully in consonance with the philosophy of the athletic program. There was indeed
“something for cveryone”. It included an olympic-sized swimming pool, an mdoor rifle
and pistol range, a steam rooin, a weight room, a wrestling room, training rooms, adequale
oftice space for the administrative and coaching staffs, and a gymnasium for basketball and
other sports which would accommodate 2,500 spectators! To the east were located the soceer
and baseball fields; to the west ample parking spaces. Locker and shower room facilities
werc exactly equal for both men’s and women’s teams.
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By 1983, planning was underway for the construction of several tennis courts to be
located in front of and across theroad from the Newman complex. In1970a wrestling leam
was added. One interesting sports program which has not heretofore been mentioned is the
golf team which was established in 1963. It is the only co-ed team in the history of the
College. Its home links have been the Bangor Municipal Golf Course located on Webster
Avenue in Bangor.

Today Husson College has seven varsity sports; soccer, men’s and women’s baskethall,
women's volleyball and softball, bascball, and co-ed golf.

During the modern era of the Husson Collcge athletic program, the institution has
gained a regional, national, and even international reputation for the teams it ficlds. Tt is
affiliated with two recognized national associations, the National Association of Intercol-
legiatc Athletics (NATA) and the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). These
affiliations, and particularly that with the NCAA in 1981, has allowed Husson to compcte
against better teams. Today it compctes with major Maine Colleges, such as Bowdoin,
Bates, and Colby, as well as with the University of Maine at Orono and the University of
Southern Maine.

In recent years there has been a trend of having morc Maine native athletes. In the
currerntt year, six out of seven varsity athletes come from Mainc, and one-fifth of the total
student body are varsity athletes,

Over the years, there have been a number of highlights in the athletic program. An
early one was the 1961-1962 haskctball tcain which played an undeteated seventeen-game
schedule under Coach Del Merrill. Tn 1967 the golf team coached by Dick Vizard was
undefeated. The next year, 1968, (he same (eam coached by Pcte ‘T'ucker was undefeated.

Husson teams have had a remarkable record in tournament and league competition. Jt
rcally started in 1972-1973 when the bascball (cam coached hy Del Mcrrill won the NATA
District #32 championship. Since then, Husson teams have won at least one NAJA New
England championship cach ycar, and in men’s competition alone, it has won sixteen such
championships in the Jast cleven years.

In the last nine years, Husson has competed in eight international tournaments. In
1978 the basketball team toured England and competed in the Doncaster International
Tournament. Four years later it toured both England and Scotland and beat Sunderland,
the National English champions. It has also competed internationally in the Maritime
Provinces of Canada.

It would, of course, he impossible to mention the hundreds of people who have made
so many contributions to the Husson College athletic program. There have been the
athletes, the coaches, the managers, the supporters, and the benefactors. But there are those
who must be included as a part of the historical record. ““Chief” Husson was the one who
started it all. As noted, his philosophy of athletics is pervasive throughout the program
today. He was an indefatigable coach who maintained his keen interest in athletics
throughout his later vears.

Del Merrill was the architect of the modern athletic program as it 1s known today. His
remarkable coaching record has been noted. He was the first Director of Athletics and
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stressed che idea that a good athletic program should provide for all. Te was he who changed
the title from “Director of Athletics” to “Director for Sports, Recreation, and Intramurals”™
to reflect the comprehensive nature of the program.

Keith Mahancy was the second Director. During his administration, he strengthened
the golf program considerably. His 1970 team was undcfcated. The current Director 1s D.
Bruce MacGregor who was appointed to that post in 1978. During his tenure as basketball
coach, he has established the Husson basketball team as onc of the most successful ones
the nation by NAIA and NCAA Division 11 standards. He has led his baskctball teams to
pational tournaments in England and Scotland. He has also led baseball and golf teams to
New England championships and national competition. Coach MacGregor’s 1975-1976
baskectball team was undcfcated in thirty games.

Just as Mr. Husson established men’s sports at Husson, Miss Clara L. Swan was
instrumental in establishing an especially strong women’s program. She was a long-time
basketball coach and adviser to the Womcen’s Athletic Association (1940-1957). During
World War 11, she was able to continue women’s basketball as the only intercollegiate sport
at the College. Shc continued to coach until 1859, Her 1952-1953 and 1957-1958 tearns werc
undefeated.

Miss Swan was succeeded by Janet Kinney who is today the Head of the Department of
Office Administration at Husson. She coached women’s basketball and was the adviser to
thec Women’s Athletic Association and checrlcading squad. Her 1958-1959 team was
undefeated.

In 1970 Pamala Hennessey was appointed Women’s Athletics Director, Aquatics
Director, and Women’s basketball coach. Since then her teams have had a winning record.
In 1974-1975 her team was state champion. She developed as well a comprchensive
wonmcen's intramural program.

Over the years, perhaps several thousands of student athletes participated in varsity
sports at Husson College. Each made a unique contribution to theathlctic tradition of the
institution. "Chere were the stars and the play-makers. There werce the student athletic
managers who indefatigably supported the teams. Therc were the cheerleaders and the
students who came to cheer.

As with any athletic program, some years were better than others although the proud
tradition was always therc. The record shows that there werc cight undefcated teams over
the years, the 1960-1961 basketball team under Coach Del Merrill, the 1975-1976 baskctball
tcam under Coach Bruce MacGregor, and no less than seven golf teams, four of which were
under Coach Keith Mahancy.

Individual and team records have been madc and broken. It is perhaps notahle that all
the rccords established in bascball were in the decade of the 1960s and still stand today.
Similarly, all standing records in men’s and women’s basketball and soccer were cstab-
lished in the decade of the 1970s. A brief recapitulation of current records is as follows:
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Most assists | season, 287, Terry Weeks — 1978

Most career points, 2,471, Dana Wilson — 1970-1974

Most points 1 season, 754, James Trynham — 1974-1975
Most points 1 game, 61, Dana Wilson — 1973-1974

Field goal percentage 1 season, 64.8%, Joe Mesi — 1977-1978
Free throw percent 1 season, 98%, Bob Duprey — 1964-1965
Most rebounds 1 game, 35, Joe Mesi — 1977-1978

Most rebounds career, 1,284, Joe Mesi — 1978-1979

BASEBALL

Best batting avcragce 1 season, .488, John Sinclair — 1969
Runs batted in 1 season, 28, Harry Greenfield — 1965
Stolen bascs 1 scason, 18, John Sinclair — 1969

No-hitters 1 season, 2, Ron Soucie — 1968

Most victories 1 scason, 8, Ron Soucic — 1968

Most collegiate victories, 22, Wayne Hartford — 1962-1966
Most home runs 1 season, 11, John Sinclair -— 1969

Most home runs 1 game, 3, John Sinclair — 1969

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Most career points, 734, Sue Skinner — 1972-1976
Most points 1 season, 253, Kris Hughes — 1977-1978
Most points 1 game, 35, Sue Skinner — 1972-1973
Most career rebounds, 750, Sue Skinner — 1972-1976
Most rebounds 1 season, 2536, Sue Skinner — 1973-1974
Most rebounds 1 game, 25, Kris Hughes — 1977-1978
Most assists 1 season, 109, Mary Whithed — 1978-1979

SOCCER

Most goals, 1 season, 62, Stacey DeCastro — 1973
Most assists 1 season, 27, Harold DeCastro — 1973
Most goals 1 game, 13, Stacey DeCastro — 1973
Most shutouts, 10, John Silviero — 1973

Most career goals, 138, Stacey DeCastro — 3 years

CO-ED GOLF

Record team score (293, par 69y — 1977
Lowest average, 73.8, Garrie Murray — 1974

WOMEN’SSOFTBALL
Best batting average 1 season, .524, Kathy Higgins — 1979

Finally, mention must bc made of two important aspects of the athletic program, the
annual Paul Bunyan Tournament in basketball and the Husson College Athletic Associa-
tion. The {ormer was established in 1963, and has heen played continuously since that year.
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It was designed to be a “tip-off tournament” in the sensc that it would bring tcams together
by invilation carly in the season to establish a sense of spirit. Teams invited have gencrally
been those which [Tusson does not play during the regular season.

The Husson College Athletic Association was established as a service to the com-
munity. For anominal {ee, local residents may use all of the athletic facilities. 1t has been a
highly popular program with area recreational athletes,

Team Records for Major Husson College Sports

1954-1983

Men’s Basketball Men's Baseball
Yeur Won T.ost Coach Year Won Lost Coach
1954-1G55 8 14 Del Merrill 1954-1955 3 1 Del Merrill
1955-19h6% 16 1 Del Merrill 1955-1956 6 3 Del Merrill
1056-1957* 16 1 Del Merrill 1956-1957 G 2 el Merrill
1067-1958% 16 3 Del Merrill 1957-1958 G 3 el Merrill
1958-1959% 16 1 Del Merrill 1958-1959* 7 3 1yel Merrili
1959-1960%| 17 2 Del Merrill 1458-1960* 9 1 Del Merrill
1960-1961* 17 0 Del Merrill 1860-1961% 6 1 Del Merrill
1961-1962 10 10 Del Merrill 1961-1962* 10 2 Del Merrill
1962-1965* 14 4 Del Merrill 1962-1963 7 6 Del Merrill
1963-1964 15 G Del Merrill 1963-1964% 12 3 Del Merrill
1964-1965 16 8 Del Merrill 1964-1965H 1 5 Del Merril)
1965- 1966 9 15 Del Merrill 1965-1966* 11 G Del Merrill
1966-1967 11 9 Del Metrill 1966-1967 10 7 Del Merrill
1967- 1968 16 6 Dl Merrill 1967-1968 14 bl Del Merrill
1968-1969 16 & Briee MacGregor  1968-1969% 16 5 Del Merrill
1969- 197011 22 3 Bruce MacGregor  1969-197011% 17 3 Del Merrill
1970-1971 1 12 Bruce MacGregor  1970-1971 11 G Del Merrill
1971-197201* 14 G Bruce MacGregor  1971-1972 110 Del Merril]
1972-1978% %= 15 7 Bruce MacGregor  1972-1973% 13 5 Del Merrill
1975-1974% 010 Bruce MacGregor  1973-1971% 5] 1 Bruce MacGregor
1971-1975%% T * 24 1 Bruce MacGregor  1974-1975% #% 13 o Bruce MacGragor
1975-1976** [ * 26 0 Bruce MacGregor  1975-1976* 13 5 Bruce MacGregor
1076-1977*# 1%+ 23 3 Bruce MacGregor  1976-1977 & 11 Bruce MacGregor
1977197854 21 3 Briwce MacGregor — 1977-1978 g 1l Bruce MacGregor
1978- 1979 22 il Bruce MacGregor  1978-1975 8 11 Bruce MacGregor
19758-1980 22 7 Bruce MacGregor  1979-1980 g 13 Jim Walsh
1080-108]1** 20 3 Bruce MacGregor 1980-1981 Jim Walsh
1981-1982 22 7 Briice MacGregor  1981-1982 8 10 Jim Walsh
1982- 1983 %% 12 14 Bruce MacGregor — 1982- 1985 0 7 Moerritl Wilson
*Northeast College Conference Champions *Northeast College Gonference Champions
T8tare Small College Champions INAIA District 32 Champions
*1*aul Bunyan Champions FFNAIA District 32 Runner-up
+NAIA Diswrict 5 Champions **NAIA District 5 Champions

FINAIA Disorict 5 Runner-ups
T1Doncaster International Tournament
Champions
Represented the NCAA in Great Britain
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Year
1962-196%
1963-1964*
1964-1965*
1965-1966%
1966-1967*
1967-1968%
1968-19G9*
1969-1970*
1970-1971
1971-1972
1972- 1975 **
1973-19741**
1974-1975
1975-19761%*
1976-19771%*
1977- 1978 **
1978 Fall
1978-1979t
Spring *#
1979- 1980 **
1980-1981 1**
1981-19821%+*
1982-1983

Coed Golf
Won Lost

—_——
0o 00 D D ~J o0 I R

24
18
2

—_ L = D = DD DWW D O = =N

0
0
5
5
1

Ceoach
Dick Vizard
Phil Kilmister
Duve Bertolotti
Dick Vizard
Dick Vizard
Peter Tucker
Keith Mahaney
Keith Muhaney
Keith Mahaney
Keith Mahaney
Keith Mahaney
Keith Mahaney
Keith Mahaney
Keith Mahaney
Keith Mahaney
Keith Mahaney
Kcith Mahaney

Bruce MacGregor

Brian Emmon
Austin Kelly
Austin Kelly
Austin Kelly

*Northeast College Conference Champions

FNAIA District 5 Chanipions
**National NAIA Tourmament
1976-1979 Maine Intercollegiate Goll Champions

Men’s Soccer

Year Won Lost Tic
1961-1962 2 G
1962-1965* 6 1
1963-1964* 9 1
1961-1965 4 4
1965-196G6 4 5
19G6-1967* 8 2
1967-1968 ] 10
1968- 1969 i 7
1969-1970 3 9
1970-1971 9 3
1971-1972 12 1
1972-1973 %+ 14 -2 }
1973-1971%4 18 1 1
1074-1975%** 17 2
1975-197G* 13 4 2
1976-1977 9 ) 1
1977-1978 7 ] 1
1978-1979 7 ] 2
1979-1980 9 7
1980-1981 12 7
1981-1982 13 6
1082-198% 7 7 l

Coach

Chet Dana
Chel Dana
Averill Black
Phil Surgen
Phil Surgen
T. J. Anderson
T. ]J. Anderson
Jack McNally
Jack McNally
Tom D'Paulo
Frank Brando
Milan Kesar
Milan Kesar
Milan Kesar
Milan Kesar
Lee Jewcll
Tee Jewell
Lee Jewell
Lee Jewell
David Pelion
David Pelton
Mark Franchi

*Northeast College Conference Champions
TNAIA District 5 Champions
**NAIA Area VIII Champion Runner-ups
1973 N.H. Invitation ‘L'ournament Champions
1978 District #32 North Champions

Women’s Basketball*

Won lL.ost
1970-1971 5 4
1971-1972 6 4
1972-1975 10 2
1973-1971 15 2
1974-1975 15 2
1975-1976 14 5
1976-1977 15 3
1977-1978 7 )
1978-1979 9 B
1979-1980 14 4
1980-1981 14 3
1981-1982 8 9
1982-1983 11 10

1974-1975 State Champions

Coach

Pam Hennessey
Puam Hennessey
Pam Hennesscy
Pam Hennessey
Pam Hennessey
Pam Hennessey
Pam Hennesscy
Pam Henncssey
Pam Hennessey
Pam Hennessey
Pam Hennessey
Dan O’Conncll
William Boath

1975-1976 Statle Champions Runner-up
1977-1978 E.ALA.W. Invitational Tournament

*Complete records [or Women's Basketball belore 1970 were not available.
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The Howard W. Mann Trophy
FRONT SIDE OF TROPHY
This Trophy
is Presented to the

MEN’S BASKETBALL LEAGUE

of The

MAINE SCHOOL OF COMMERCE

By

HOWARD W. MANN
And Will Become The
Permanent Possession of the School
Winning It For Three
Successive Years

1926-27

1927-28 MS of C Bangor
1928-29 MS of C Portland
1929-30 MS of C Bangor
1930-3) MS of C Bangor
1931-32 MS of C Bangor

BACK SIDE OF TROPHY

MS of Auburn

F. Pinkham, Capt. B. Deering, Capt. S. Poole, Capt.
R. McEwen F. Pinkham M. MacPherson
B. Deering 5. Poole L. Young
E. Jowdry P. Hickson I. Suemi
F. Calliman J. Colby C. Hartford
W. Myers K. Orisko F. Gilpatrick
J. Colby R. McEwen D. Webb
M. MacPherson D. Magquicy
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